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GUIDE TO RUN FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICE
2021

Published by the Lynn Election Department. The information in this guide is general
information regarding the process for running for municipal office in the City of Lynn. This
information is not intended as legal advice. Please note that deadlines and qualifications
contained herein are subject to change if State law or the City Charter is changed. This
guide pertains specifically to the City of Lynn. If you are considering becoming a municipal
candidate in another city or town, please contact your local election official for information

applicable.
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REMINDER : State law requires that candidates

running for office for any level of government must file
with Office of Campaign & Political Finance.



City of Lynn
ELECTION OFFICE
LOCAL CANDIDATES CHECK LIST

Be certain you are a registered voter in the Ward from which you plan to run.

Check the deadline for filing nomination papers for the office you seek in the Election
Calendar provided.

Review the election calendar, note the days and dates carefully; consider holidays.

Obtain nomination papers to run in the preliminary. Fill in the top portion of nomination
papers carefully with name and address (including street name and number), office,
ward, etc., BEFORE you circulate the papers. Any nomination paper filed without this
information will not be counted.

Be sure to sign the written acceptance line on a number of your nomination papers.

Don't miss the deadline date for submitting nomination papers to local election officials for
certification. (Try to get papers to local election officials earlier than the deadline if
possible.)

Submit more than the required number of signatures to your local election officials for
certification, (we recommend obtaining 20% over the amount required). |f many signatures
are challenged or disallowed, you may fall short of the required number. Be sure the
signatures are from the proper ward, with name and address properly filled in.

Mayoral, Councilor-At-Large and Ward Councilor candidates must file with the Office of
Campaign and Political Finance. ocpf@cpf.state.ma.us ~~ www.mass.gov/ocpf

School Committee candidates must complete Form CPF 101: Statement of Organization,
Candidate’s Committee from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance and submit to
the Lynn Election Office. (This form may be obtained from the Lynn Election Office.)
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Lvnn Local Election 2021 - Guidelines

. Nomination papers available: 3/22/2021. Last day to return: 6/28/2021

. Nomination papers may be on 82 x 11 paper, however they_ must be 2-sided,

per Chapter 53, Sec 17 (size) and Chapter 53, Sec 9A (# to be given out).

. Papers can be mailed to candidates, and blank nomination pages may be photo

copied but, they must be 2-sided. Emailing nomination papers is not
recommended.

Emailed papers cannot be accepted, as “wet signatures” are required.

. Signed papers may be returned in person (if City Hall is open), mailed, or placed

in “drop box” at City Hall.

The following public safety recommendations are from the City of Lynn
Public Health Director Michele Desmarais:

L) D —

Candidates must wear masks at all times.

Mailing nomination papers to citizens is recommended as the best safety measure.
Door to door solicitation is not recommended unless separate sheets and pens are
provided to each individual.

Political gatherings are not recommended, however Public health guidelines
suggest no more than 10 people inside and/or 25 outside with masks and social
distance rules in place.

Signature sheets may be returned in the “drop box” outside of City Hall.

Thank you for your cooperation for a safe and secure Election!






